St. Mary Magdalene CE Primary School

Bad Weather Policy

Guidance for parents/carers and staff in the case of bad weather

Criteria

It is our policy to remain open unless we are forced to close because there is a risk to
the health and safety of staff and pupils. The Head Teacher is responsible for
making the decision to close the school due to inclement weather conditions in the
immediate locality. The Director of Schools will take responsible for making the
decision to close all schools during periods of inclement weather conditions
throughout the Borough.

The decision will be taken on the basis of one or more of the following criteria:

(a) Prolonged and excessively high temperatures (e.g. 35 Degrees Centigrade)
(b) Prolonged and excessive low temperatures (e.g. Minus 15 Degrees Centigrade)

(c) Prolonged and excessive high winds that render travel dangerous (e.g. 60 miles
per hour)

(d) Prolonged and excessive snow fall resulting in public transport being cancelled
and travel to school not being possible or safe

(e) Excessive and prolonged rainfall/flooding resulting in public transport being
cancelled and travel to school not being possible or safe

How parents will be notified that the school will be closed

Closure before the school day: If the school is to be closed, there will be an
announcement on the following radio stations to state this.

BRMB, BBC Radio WM, Beacon Radio, Galaxy Radio, Heart FM.
Such an event is highly unlikely and will be avoided where possible. There is no need

for parents to contact the school to check whether or not the school is open. Unless
announced on the radio stations above, the school will be open.



While we understand parental concerns, it would be helpful if parents/carers were
aware of the difficulty for an office potentially responding to literally hundreds of calls.
Parents should not telephone the school at these times unless there is an
emergency.

If the school is forced to close overnight for any other reason, a notice will be also
displayed outside the school at the entrances.
Closure during the school day:

Should the weather turn worse during a school day, pupils will only be sent home if
there are satisfactory arrangements for them returning safely.

No child will be sent home to an empty house. Should any parent/carer wish to make
any alternative arrangements for their child they should put these in writing to the
Head Teacher.

In the event of the school needing to be closed during the day, an announcement
would be placed on the local radio stations listed above, and every child’s parents
would be contacted by phone. If some parents were unable to be contacted we would
contact the next emergency contact as provided by the parents.

Actions for staff if the school is to close.

If the school has to be closed before the start of the school day, the snow tree will
come into operation, with the head teacher starting the process off. This should
ensure that all staff are aware of any closure.

If the school had to be closed during the school day, all staff would be expected to
assist the office staff and the senior management team in contacting parents etc. and
ensuring that the children are collected safely.

Radio Stations to listen to if the school is to close.

Organisation Band
BBC WM Radio 95.6 FM
Galaxy Radio 102.2 FM
Beacon Radio 97.2 FM
BRMB Radio 96.4 FM
Heart FM Radio 100.7 FM




