





Dear Parent/Carer

| should like to welcome you and your family to Mary Magdalene C.E.
Primary School.

The school underwent a successful Ofsted Inspedatidtovember 2005 and a
summary of the Inspectors’ Report is available ftbm office on request. | am
extremely fortunate to be working alongside suatedicated team of staff and
with a highly supportive body of parents. | loakward to helping the school to
develop and achieve further success in the coneagsy

We are very proud of our school. Within its secame friendly environment, we
work hard to attain high standards of achievemedtlzehaviour. Each child is
recognised as an individual and as such is valaddeacouraged to develop to
their full potential. We are committed to furthexgrovement in the future.

As parents, your role within your child’s educatiswital. They are more likely
to do well at school if there is a strong committngom home and school for
mutual support and open communication.

Choosing the right school for your child is a vamportant decision. Reading

this prospectus is just one part of making thatsiee. The prospectus sets out
to provide you with an introduction to our scha®hould you feel, having read

it, that there are important questions that remaanswered, please do not
hesitate to contact us, and if you wish, make groEgbment to visit the school.

Yours sincerely,

Jason Willetts
Headteacher



Our school

Our school aims to provide opportunities for allldten to reach their full potential. The
school will endeavour to maintain effective teaghand learning with the intention that high
academic standards are attained.

We acknowledge equal opportunities and the needaximise resources so that all of our
pupils have equal access to the curriculum. Wesbelin equality for all and endeavour for
children to have the best education possible.
St. Mary Magdalene C.E. Primary School attaches hugority to strong links between
school and community, especially with the churche chool promotes Christian values and
an understanding of the Christian faith, but aksmches awareness of, and respect for, other
major faiths.
We aim to:-

Care for and value the children.

Provide security and stability for all childrendligh a disciplined environment based
on consistency and fairness.

Encourage in the children a sense of responsibdityard themselves and their
surroundings and an awareness of the need foresyuaind consideration for others.

Provide appropriate and well-maintained equipmentmaterials, which assist a
continuity of approach towards learning.

Establish and maintain a close dialogue with parant the community.

Provide an education that caters for the specedigef all the children in its care,
sometimes with the help of outside agencies.

Provide a broad, relevant, challenging and pralcticaiculum to encourage the
intellectual, physical, social and spiritual grovetheach child.




In short we want children to

Love to Learn, Learn to Love

Statement of Values

We believe that values are at the heart of ourachbhe values that are most important to us
are: -

Respect
Teamwork
Care & Security
Learning

Trust

Our Achievement and Behaviour Policy is built oegé values, as we feel it is the work of
everyone in the school.

The aim of our Achievement and Behaviour Policioisielp children grow up into confident
and considerate young people. We want them talist®thers and be listened to, to respect
others and be shown respect. We teach them tdarattee school environment so that it is a
pleasant, safe and worthwhile place to learn and/gr

We see children’s education as a partnership betlweme and school.



Nursery Provision

The Nursery is a spacious, secure and well-resdwreg. Its purpose is to provide high
quality Nursery education for pre-school children.

The Nursery offers either five morning or five afteon sessions. Each session lasts two and
a half hours.

Morning session: 9.00 — 11.30 a.m.
Afternoon session:  1.00 — 3.30 p.m.

A qualified teacher and an LSP, staff the Nursera@ermanent basis, as we believe it is
very important for such young children to have gitgb

There are toilet facilities in the Nursery and ewse fenced Nursery playground. The
playground has a safe play surface, which prevemgscuts or grazes if the children fall over.

There is a school uniform available from the Schoffice if parents wish to purchase it.
The Nursery has close links with the school, egtlgdhe Reception class. We want the
children to have a stress free start to Receptioh idthey have become familiar with the

environment beforehand, it really helps them tdeseguickly.

Children can be registered for Nursery from six kgeeld. Parents can register with the
Nursery Teacher at the end of a Nursery session.

The Nursery and Reception staff follow “The FoummaStage Curriculum” which is
designed to help children’s development in theofwihg areas: -

Personal, Social and Emotional development.
Language, Literacy and Communication development.
Mathematical development.

Physical development.

Knowledge and Understanding of the world.

Creative development.

ouhwnNE



The Nursery and Reception staff place great empluasthe following: -

1. Building children’s confidence.
2. Building children’s self-esteem.
3. Helping children to become more independent.

The Nursery staff will ensure that all childrengaedless of gender, class, racial group or
ability, will be offered the same learning expedes.

Remember: Going to Nursery is a wonderful time for childrefibhe Nursery staff

want the children to love coming to Nursery andligays remember
what a great time they had there!

The Curriculum

The curriculum is the whole learning experiencedt by a school. It is not just the lessons
and activities which are planned and taught. lushalso include the ethos for learning i.e.
the high standards of teaching and behaviour amattitudes and values we expect implicitly
in all lessons (sometimes referred to as the hiddemnculum).
The curriculum should be seen as much in termg@éence as of the knowledge and skills
that children should acquire. It should also beadigjiconcerned with personal development,
positive behaviour and relationships.
In planning the curriculum and putting it into ptiae we aim to ensure that:-

excellence is pursued and valued

lessons are challenging, with pace and direction

the way children are taught matches children’sviddal needs

The National Curriculum

We follow National Curriculum planning guidelinesall subjects. We place due emphasis
on the fundamental areas of learning, namely lagguaevelopment, numeracy and science.
The National Curriculum is made up of the followisigpjects:-

The three core subjects of:-

English Mathematics Science

The foundation subjects:-

Art & Design Design & Technology
History Information and Communication Technolog@T)
Music Physical Education

Geography



We also follow national guidelines for Personalgi@l Health and Citizenship Education.
(P.H.S.M.E.)

Religious Education is also taught but this is piohat county rather than national level.
All subjects are taught using a variety of techesgjand organisational strategies appropriate
to each lesson and the needs of the children. idiseclude whole class teaching,

individual, pair and group work.

The Core Subjects

English

During their years at St. Mary Magdalene CE Printaefiool the children will be encouraged
to develop their language abilities in the four kegas of speaking, listening, reading and
writing. The main aims are to increase the childrénency in spoken and written language
for a wide range of purposes, and to develop tivadlerstanding and critical appreciation of
the language of literature and of daily life.

Speaking and Listening

It may seem to many parents that children alrepéwls effectively before they come to
school - and indeed this is usually true. Oral leage comes naturally to most children, but
there is a continued need for development and ivgmnent. Most of the talking young
children take part in within the home is casuad drthey forget what they wanted to say, or
fail to make themselves clear, then there is ugsalineone who can help them to be
understood. As they get older we encourage chiltrgrut longer and more complex units of
speech together, and to select a vocabulary areltbigt is appropriate to the occasion.

A vital part of growth and personal developmerieaning to be a good listener. The
children will experience listening to one anothed & many adults from inside and outside
of school. They will be helped to understand tleeaasingly complex speech used by adults
and regularly encouraged to take part in small grand class discussions. They will also
learn to plan and present information, taking stoount the ideas and opinions of others.

Reading

The ability to read is crucial to a child's progresnd we take pride in our high standards at
St. Mary Magdalene CE Primary School. We seek stefan every child the ability to read
both for enjoyment and for information. This inchsdthe ability to skim and scan textbooks
and works of reference for information and to ustierd fully what has been read. The vital
foundation of this process is laid in the earlyrgest school by using a variety of approaches
such as teaching phonics and word recognition.

As the children progress, the emphasis changesl&aming to read, to reading to learn.
Reading for pleasure continues at each child'd,lexelst extension activities encourage
them to read for a variety of purposes. The essesiills of research and information
gathering are developed in this way.

Parents can give tremendous support to their @mnlbly demonstrating the enjoyment they
themselves derive from reading and by taking eepportunity to stress just how important
reading is. It is from this positive attitude t@ding both at home and in school that
successful reading habits will grow.



The main reading scheme used in Key Stage 1 idyR&jar’, which is supported, where
necessary, by a variety of additional material.

Writing

Learning to write is a much more deliberate andigtaking process than learning to speak.
There are many things to consider all at the same tin the early stages of development
children will be learning how to hold a varietywfiting implements; they will learn which
symbol represents which sound and the rules fobawng these sounds together to build
words correctly. They will learn about the constimt of sentences and the correct use of
punctuation; they will be learning the importanéevating legibly; and will be thinking
about what they want to write and the most appatenivay of writing it.

As the children progress they learn to producst'tiopies’ in draft form. They are taught to
appraise and refine their writing, and also to eatd and comment on the writing of others.
Producing high quality writing is a complex proceasd thus it may require a lot of time.

As they develop their writing style, we want chéddrto be able to learn to use English freely,
accurately, creatively and with quality of expressi

Mathematics

Our main aim is to give the children the knowledgells and attitudes that will enable them
to use mathematics confidently in everyday lifeasma basis for further study. This means
much more than just 'doing sums' or being abledaipulate numbers and symbols, although
these are important.

The children will be introduced to mathematics tlgio a variety of practical activities.
Handling different resources and the structuredafisike immediate school environment will
help the children gain essential concepts. Pragtiand developing skills progressively will
lead to a sound understanding of mathematical ithgné&nd computation. Throughout, the
children are encouraged to use acquired skillskaogvledge in a variety of problem solving
and investigative activities.

The National Numeracy Strategy, with its strong bagis on the skills of mental calculation,
is central to our teaching of mathematics. Wheleveant it is supported by using the Nelson
Mathematics scheme and other useful published rakter

Science

All children experience a broad, balanced, contirsuscience curriculum. This covers work
on living things and their environment; materiaisl dheir uses; the Earth in space; forces;
electricity and light; and sound. Science workinged closely with other areas of the
curriculum, particularly English, mathematics, ISHME and design technology. Certain
areas of health education are covered throughaeinee studies, notably the effects of drug,
alcohol and tobacco abuse.

Through first hand experience, the children wiNelep the skills of scientific investigation.
These include observation, planning, predictingasneing, fair testing and hypothesising.
The positive attitudes necessary to achieve su@essence are also taught through
investigative work e.g. curiosity, perseverance selttevaluation.



The Foundation Subjects

Music

There are two main areas to music within schoel nlaking of music and the appreciation of
music. Our aim is to give the children a broad eigmee of music making using their voices,
a range of tuned and untuned percussion instrunagigtdmusic technology’. They are also
given the opportunity to listen to a range of musid and new, from around the world. We
encourage them to discuss its qualities, learn gungeof its history and cultural importance,
and to begin to explain their preferences.

Physical Education (P.E.)

Our aims in Physical Education are:

To teach pupils to:
Be physically active, in a way that will keep théealthy and fit.
Be concerned with their own and others safetyliaclvities and in all environments.
Lift, carry, place and use equipment safely.
Respond readily to instructions.
Prepare for and recover from exercise.
Be aware of the risk of wearing inappropriate dloghand footwear.

To enable pupils to:
Have equal access to a variety of learning sitnatistyles and environments.
Plan, perform and evaluate with increasing compyesith the greatest emphasis on
the actual performance.

To encourage pupils to:
Observe the rule and conventions of fair play, tgmoanship and good behaviour.
Enjoy, praise and evaluate their own and otherljsupérformances.
Participate in activities beyond school and inréfe.

The school facilities are limited for PE. We uBe hall and playground. We use
Wednesbury Leisure Centre for Swimming lessons. gymnastics the children learn to
control their movements through negotiating tabksh with and without apparatus, and to
develop an awareness of the quality of movememcPavill give the children an opportunity
to express ideas and emotions creatively to music.



In games the children will develop skills in strigiand fielding, invasion and net and wall
games. In Key Stage Two athletics focuses uponimgnhjumping and throwing skills. All
children in Years 3 and 4 are given an opportutatiearn to swim. Each class attends a
series of lessons at Wednesbury Swimming Baths gaaig. Tuition and transport costs are
paid for by the school.

We have an annual Sports Day which is a greatalalgdth parents and children. Good
sportsmanship is actively encouraged and praisedglthis activity.

We do, when possible, have outside agencies coitoegive the children the benefit of their
skills and expertise.

Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

Computers now play a very important part in ouriestyc We are fortunate to have a suite of
fifteen computers and, in addition, at least onapater in every classroom. All of these PCs
provide access to the Internet and an e-mail fgcllVe also have an interactive Smartboard,
in all classrooms (except the mobile) and in thié ha

In line with the National Curriculum, computer waskcross-curricular. We cover the areas
of word processing, data handling, simulations, meoimg the environment, control tasks and
use of the Internet. We aim to develop the configenf all children in the use of ICT,
teaching progressively more complex skills in epehr group. As the children gradually take
more responsibility for their own learning, we piais’some opportunities for them to decide
when it is appropriate to use a computer to adsesh in their work.

Design Technology

Design Technology involves the creative applicabbthe principles of science and art to
solve practical problems. The children are tauglglan, design and make products and basic
systems for a range of purposes, using a varietyatérials and skills. As they proceed they
are taught to evaluate different qualities of thedpict, and to test the quality of the finished
product. They also learn to evaluate the impat¢ectinology on everyday life.



History and Geography

In history pupils consider how the past influendespresent, what life was like in the past
and what influenced people's actions. Initiallyfeeus upon the children’s own history and
the history of such things as toys and houseserlve¢ look at famous events in history, for
example, the Great Fire of London and the livefaofous historical characters such as
Florence Nightingale. During Key Stage Two we mtveoncentrating on distinct periods
of history including the Romans, Tudor England, hetorians, the Ancient Greeks and
Egyptians. The children begin to develop some ablagical framework for their knowledge
and learn the significance of certain events aruplae

Geography encourages the children to considerubétigs of the natural and man-made
world. The children learn about places, peoplethrcenvironment around the world, our
mutual dependence, and the need to conserve atatipoor resources. Teaching focuses first
upon the immediate environment of school and homaktlaen expands to draw comparisons
between our environment and contrasting environsieoth in the United Kingdom and
abroad. The children learn about the physical eabfithe world and features such as rivers,
mountains and valleys. They also study some aspébisman geography associated with
settlements, transport and conservation. Sourcegaymation such as maps, aerial
photographs, books, CD ROMs and the Internet ad tesdevelop the skills of interpretation
and enquiry. We aim to encourage more independedy sowards the end of Key Stage
Two.

Much of the work in history and geography is appheal through a termly or half-termly
topic.

Art and Design

Art and Design is concerned with the creative aggtlaetic response to the things that we can
see and touch in our world. There are two stran@stteducation: creation and evaluation.
The creative element involves children using aetsirof materials and equipment to represent
objects realistically and imaginatively and to eeqw their ideas and feelings. Children will
become familiar with a good range of media, inahlgdpencil, paints, chalk and pastels,
fabrics, clay, and other materials. They are taaghand design skills from the Foundation
Stage, and are encouraged to take a real pridethrea work.

We also teach the children to develop skills inleatng their own work, anthe work of
other artists, and to begin to understandvlee and significance of art in society

Drama

Drama gives children a valuable opportunity to explideas and feelings creatively and
imaginatively and to develop the speaking andnisig element of Literacy. Through drama
activities the children discover much about theneghnd learn to appreciate the feelings and
experiences of others. Some activities may culreiimat performance before an audience.
For example within a class assembly or a production



Spanish

We feel that it is very important for the childrenexperience learning a second language. To
this end we are introducing weekly Spanish lessutiosYear 3. This is being led by a visiting
teacher from Menzies High School. The lessonsaeificentrate on spoken Spanish but
include an introductory insight into Spanish custand culture.

Religious Education

Religious Education is provided in accordance whi Sandwell Locally Agreed Syllabus.
Whilst this reflects the predominantly Christiaritate in which we live, emphasis is placed
upon the children gaining knowledge of other relit, their beliefs and practices. We
encourage children to develop sensitive attitudeble beliefs of others by studying what it
means to belong to different faiths.

Collective Worship

The school is a co-educational voluntary controalirch of England School. Christian
values are built into the ethos and teaching oktiteol.

We come together for collective worship every dayce a week as a whole school, twice a
week in key stage assemblies and once a week veedt@ssroom worship. We have regular
visits from the vicar of All Saints CofE Church. genblies are organised around a
programme of relevant weekly themes. They includetgqnoments for children to reflect on
the main message of the assembly.

Parents have the right to withdraw their childreonf religious education or assembly.
Should you wish to exercise that right, it is nsegg to convey that wish to the Headteacher,
in writing.




Multicultural Education - Equal Opportunities

We operate an Equal Opportunities Policy with twainmaims:

1. To ensure that equal opportunities are availabieveryone, regardless of gender, class,
racial group or ability.

2. To eliminate unjust forms of discrimination andctmtinue to promote equal
opportunities in all aspects of school life.

We endeavour, within our curriculum, to plan theraed activities that make the children
aware that we live in a multicultural society. @Gum is to help the children understand the
similarities and differences that exist betweeifed@nt communities and to learn to respect
and appreciate the richness that each communitg$ito our society. We endeavour to
ensure that all children have equal opportunitieslliaspects of school life.

Racial Equality Statement

The aims of the school are that: -

We do not discriminate against anyone, be they stgjupil, on the grounds of their sex,
race, colour, religious, nationality, ethnic orioatl origins. This is in line with the 1976
Race Relations Act and the Race Relations Amendeanf 2002. We challenge
stereotyping and prejudice whenever it occurs. célebrate the cultural diversity of our
community and show respect for all ethnic groupsrough positive educational experiences
and support for each individual’s point of view, aien to promote positive social attitudes
and respect for all.

Personal, Social, Health and Moral Education

Through a wide range of activities and experiers@@ess and beyond the curriculum,
PSHME helps to give the children the knowledgd)sknd understanding they need to lead
confident, healthy, independent lives, and to bexorformed, active and responsible
citizens.

Sex and Relationship Education

Sex and Relationship education is included asqgddlte teaching programme for children. As
part of this programme, in Years 5 and 6, we shaerges of videos dealing with puberty and
human reproduction. Any questions that may arisedaalt with simply and sensitively.

Where appropriate, boys and girls are taken inparsge groups to discuss particular issues.

Parents are invited to attend a meeting prior éopfogramme commencing, so that they can
be involved and prepared for the issues and gunsstiat may arise at home. They will be
able to view brief extracts from the programmeguse

Children in lower Key Stage 2 study aspects oftheadlucation, and learn about some of the
changes the human body experiences moving intdhexhd. Questions asked by the children
are answered sensitively and clearly with teachedgavouring to give the necessary
information without causing concern.



Parents have the right to withdraw their child froemtain aspects of our sex and relationship
education programme if they so wish. Should yolhwisexercise that right, it is necessary to
convey that wish to the Headteacher, in writing.

Bullying

Our school is a safe and caring environment, Betdil schools we sometimes have to deal
with bullying and harassment.

We will do our utmost to prevent and deal effediiweith bullying with the support from
governors and parents. We have an anti-bullyingkved the beginning of every term and use
school council, assemblies and circle time to detl issues.

Children usually tell someone at home first. Rédas us know if you are worried about your
child so that we can help.

Assessment

The children are regularly assessed to monitor fireigress. These assessments are shared
with parents and help teachers plan for subseciagés of the children's education.

Towards the end of both Year 2 and Year 6 the cdnildindertake formal national
assessments (SATs) which measure their progrebsiite three core subjects of English,
mathematics and science. Children in Years 3, 45aaldo take some nationally set tests in
English and mathematics. These also help to ge@r ¢hdicators of children’s progress, and
assist us in setting targets for individuals armligs.

Special Educational Needs

At St.Mary Magdalene CE Primary School we are deiteed to meet the educational needs
of all our pupils. Children with exceptional akigis and talents, children with physical
disabilities and children with learning difficuliehave special and particular needs. In order
for the children to reach their full potential tbaseeds must be recognised and met.

All teachers plan and set work relevant to the seddndividual pupils. When children have
specific difficulties we are able to call upon #wtvice of a number of specialists, including
staff from the Sandwell SEN team, Educational Pshatly and Speech and Language
departments and the Community Paediatric Servicesd specialists work closely with our
Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator and thes¢techers, preparing individual education
plans and advising on approaches and materiaks tséd.

At all times we aim to keep parents closely infodna@d encourage them to help their child
wherever it is appropriate. A copy of our Specidu&ational Needs policy is available on
request.



Homework

Parents can make an enormous contribution to theeksxhool partnership by supporting
homework activities.

There is a whole school approach to homework.clal$ses receive homework on a Thursday

evening and it is returned to the teacher by tHevitng Monday morning. There is always
Reading homework and usually Spellings.

Extra Curricular Activities

The school offers a variety of extra curriculantes, depending upon the interests and
expertise of the staff. In 2008 / 09 the activitigh include:-

Athletics (Y3 & Y4) Languages (Y1 & Y2)
Choir (Y4 - Y6) Gardening (YR — Y6)
Dance (Y1 — Y6 in different groups) School Magazine (Y5 & Y6)

Gymnastics (Y5 & Y6)

School Visits
Visits of many kinds are an important part of ocin@ol year. Most are directly linked to the
children's current topic work. They are aimed atrgj the children first-hand experience to

help increase their knowledge and understandinigesf topic.

The Funding of School Trips and Music Tuition

There are no charges made for any part of the Nati©urriculum taught as part of the
normal school timetable. This includes swimming.

We do ask for a voluntary contribution for educa#ibvisits undertaken during the school day
for curriculum study.

For residential visits at Sandwell Centres atterdlgihg the school week, a set charge is
made plus coach costs, with a reduction for childr@ose parents receive benefits.

The school provides brass and steel drum tuitioouih Sandwell Youth Music, in years 4, 5
and 6. Unfortunately these places are limited.

School Council

Two members (usually one boy and one girl) fromedeeted by each class to be
representatives on the School Council. The Cowmerikrally meets once a month to discuss a
wide range of school issues concerning the childRepresentatives put forward ideas from
their class on fund-raising, the organisation afy@nd lunchtimes and other matters.

In school year 2008 - 2009 the Council will havieualget of £500, and after consultation with
their classmates, will decide how this is to benspe



Compliments and Complaints Procedure.

If you should have a concern or a complaint ableetstchool’s curriculum or related matters
please see the Head Teacher in the first instamti®as discussions can take place. If the
concern is not resolved, parents may raise theematth a Parent/Governor or the Chair of
Governors. If parents are still dissatisfied tadormal complaint may be made to the LEA
who will investigate further. Once these arranget®@ave been exhausted, if necessary, a
complaint may be made to the Secretary of Stat&doication.

We also appreciate receiving communication abangtghwe are getting right. Please take
the time to tell us if you think there is something do well. Please also share any ideas you
may have to improve our provision. Your views aodrychild’s views really matter to us.

Documents relating to the school’s curriculum anghaisation are available at school.
Parents should contact the Head Teacher if thely twisee such documents.

General Information

School Building and Grounds

The building is an old Victorian one which providg®eat character. In all we have eight
classrooms, a hall, a computer suite, and a resdaase. Outside there is a hard surfaced
playing area with a quiet area, seating, sheltareds and attractive playground markings.
The rear of the school has been recently improviéid avstage area and picnic tables to
complement our existing garden.



School Rules

At St Mary Magdalene CE Primary we value and respders. All these rules are essential
if the school is to be a safe learning establishimen

The rules are: -

We do our best so that we can be proud of ourselrdur work.
We listen carefully so we can learn from each other
We are caring and helpful to make school a safehapgy place.

We move quietly and sensibly around school sodtiadrs can work and to avoid
accidents.

We settle disagreements peacefully by talking abimern so that we do not hurt each
other.

We look after the school and its equipment sowehave what we need to learn and
can work in a pleasant environment.

We look after our own and other people’s propeotytgt our belongings are safe.

We have rules based on what is necessary for ildraiis safety and their health.

Children are not to bring chewing gum into school.

Children may not wear jewellery except stud eaging

Children should wear sensible clothing for schea (vould prefer children to wear
school uniform. If this not possible, we ask theyt wear school colours — blue top,
grey or back trousers or skirt. High heels andhatg with slogans are not
acceptable).

Children may not bring toys or valuables to schaalgss as part of a class reward for
good behaviour.

Admissions

The admission to voluntary controlled schools esrsponsibility of Sandwell Local
Education Authority.
Admission Priorities for places in oversubscribedifary and Secondary Schools

1.
2.

Children undergoing assessment under Sectionsr82 328 of the Education Act 1996.

a) For admissions to Primary and Secondary Scl{¥elar 7) having a brother or sister

at the school at the same time regssdbé distance from home to school.

b) For admissions to Infant schools having a brotinesister at the school or at a Junior

School on the same site or nearby at the sameréigagdless of distance from home
to school.

For admissions to Junior Schools having a leroth sister at the school or at an Infant
School on the same site or nearby at the sameréigadless of distance from home
to school.

Denominational grounds, supported by the Chuegpardless of distance from home
to school.

To meet the child’s medical needs (recommemahedsupported by a doctor’s
certificate) regardless of distance from homsdool.

Distance measured in a straight line from &hhome to the nearest available
entrance to the school.



Starting school

Starting school is a very important time in a ckilife. Many parents are very anxious to
know how they can help their child prepare for sthblere are some helpful suggestions:-

Talk to your child at every opportunity and listerwhat he/she has to say.

Involve them in activities inside and outside klwene to stimulate interest and activity
and develop concentration.

Encourage them to be independent, especiallyassitig, eating with a knife and fork,
tidying up and using the toilet.

Praise and encourage them as they learn new things

Read to your child regularly and encourage thetaltoabout the stories and pictures in
the book. Let them see that it is fun to read &adl books contain a lot of exciting
information. Help them to notice that words arergwdere and that they tell us
something.

Make up and play lots of counting games and leamber rhymes.

Further information concerning life at school via# given to you at our 'New Parents'

meeting in the Summer term. Parents are invitaédqaest a tour of the school prior to their
child starting and we hope you will take advantafthis invitation.

Internal Organisation

The school is one form entry.
The number of hours of actual teaching time, exalgitime spent on daily acts of worship,
registration and breaks, are as follows: -

Key Stage 1: 23Y2 hours per week

Key Stage 2: 23Y%2 hours per week

There are eight classes in the school:

Nursery, Reception, Class 1, Class 2, Class 3, Gag Class 5 and Class 6.
School Hours

Mornings: 9.00 a.m. —12.15 p.m.
Afternoons: 1.15 p.m. - 3.30 p.m.

It is extremely important that the children arrigeschool on time. Children who arrive late
miss registration, dinner registration and vitatinctions for the day. Ideally the children
should arrive after 8.50 a.m., the time when tlaehers begin playground supervision.

It is also very important that parents ensure tifvate are adequate arrangements made for
their child(ren) to be collected and accompaniddigdome at the end of the day. Children

in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are supervised coitected from the front playground. If
you are not there they will be brought back inte building to wait for you to arrive. If you

are delayed, or arrange for your child to be metdayeone they are not expecting, please let
us know.



The older children make their own way to the frplatyground to meet their parents or
designated guardians, at the end of the day. yf éine unable to find the adult that they were
expecting, they must return to school and findrtteacher or the Headteacher who will
ensure that they are looked after until their paoera designated person arrives.

If a child is not collected by 3.45pm and we haad ho contact from their family, we will
place them in our After School Club which will ré&sm a charge of £2.50.

Contact with Parents

We feel that education is a partnership and pdramslvement in their child's education is
vital. This partnership is encompassed within oanté-School Agreement, a copy of which
can be found at the back of this prospectus.

We actively encourage parents' participation inynaays. All parents can help by taking an
interest in what their child is doing at schoolisTmay involve discussing lessons, helping
them with their homework, talking to teachers atidraling class assemblies, plays, concerts,
exhibitions and sports day. The children and stafappreciate your support. Regular letters
home, including the school newsletter aim to kes@pts informed about all school events.
The school websiterww.st-marymagdalene.sandwell.sch).ekhances home-school
communication further, and contains newslettenficies, important dates and other
information for parents to retrieve, in additionctantributions from children.

Parent Consultations

Parent Consultation evenings are held during thieishn and Spring terms. During the
Summer Term you will receive a detailed report dlyour child's progress. Should you wish
to discuss the report subsequently an appointnanbe made with the class teacher.

The teaching staff and the Headteacher can beatedtat the school at any time to set up an
appointment to discuss any concerns about youd'shebucation. Parents are welcome to
view the school in operation at a mutually convehtane.

Parent Helpers

Some parents create time to come to school andwigia variety of activities such as
cooking, sewing, craftwork or to hear children re@ldese parents are usually responsible to a
particular class teacher. Other parents chooselpothe school office with routine activities

or by accompanying the staff and children on vigitsof school.

If you feel your can give a regular commitmenttits tcould you please contact the Head
Teacher. Your help would be most welcome.

The Parent Teacher Association

The Parent Teacher Association fosters strong ligt®een the school, its parents and the
wider community. If you are interested in joinirigeh please contact Mrs Dawn Hughes,
Chair of the PTA, through the school office.



Governors
The Governing Body comprises:-
one L.E.A. Governors - nominated by the Local EdiocaAuthority
five Parent Governors - elected by the parent body

three Community Governors - members of the locairoanity, nominated by the
other governors

three Foundation Governors — elected by the Church

the Head teacher

one Teacher Governor - elected by the teaching staf

one Staff Governor - elected by the support staff
The Governors hold office for a period of four y®@arhey meet as a full governing body
twice a term. Much of the work of the governing pasidivided between the three main
committees of Finance and Staffing, Premises/HeadthSafety and Curriculum. These
committees have delegated responsibilities, giaitgce to the full governing body, and are
required to report back on all of their actions.
All of the governors are accessible should you wastonsult them. Their names are listed at

the back of this prospectus.

School Uniform and Equipment

It is hoped that all parents will support us in giaw that every child should wear our school
uniform. We feel that it enhances a feeling of gridelonging and ownership of our school.
On a practical note it makes a busy parents lifemeasier, as it removes the discussion and
competition that can surround what to wear each @ay uniform is an attractive and
versatile, giving some scope for individuality vgtihot being too demanding on the pocket.
Designer clothing, jeans, trainers and footbal kite strongly discouraged for normal
daytime wear.

Our school sweatshirt is available through the stbéice.

The uniform is:-
grey/dark trousers or shorts white blousestsbir polo-shirts
grey skirts blue/white gingham or similar dress
blue sweatshirt, pullover or cardigan

We ask that all items of children's uniform and P.Kit are clearly named.



P.E. Kit
It is essential that children have a change ohahgt for P.E.

Indoors: - The children need a pair of blue or klsleorts, a plain white T- shirt (not too big
Or outrageous), pumps or trainers.

Outdoors: - The children need a pair of blue ocklshorts, a white T-shirt and a pair of
training type shoes. For cold weather a tracksuéxtra jumper may be worn.

For swimming, the children in Years 3 and 4 regaissvimming costume, towel and a plastic
bag.

Other Equipment

Books, pens and pencils are all provided. Oldddodm may like to have felt tips, pencils and
crayons in a case of their own.

Personal Belongings and Jewellery

We regret that we cannot take responsibility feasured possessions in school. Expensive
watches, jewellery, mobile phones and preciousopeisbelongings are safer at home.

For reasons of safety children should not weaiirggsy ear studs or other jewellery (metal,
plastic, leather or thread) during P.E. or gamésides. However, during the initial period of
having pierced ears when earrings are not to klentakt, these should be covered with
Micropore.

School Meals

School Meals are prepared off site and deliverest tolary Magdalene. Children are offered
a balanced Menu, served in a cafeteria style.

School Dinners cost £1.70 per child, per day, £p&0wveek. It is most important that the
children bring the correct money in a named enwelmpMonday mornings and give it to
their Class Teacher. Dinner money should not kentéo the school office.

We operate a computerized system for the admititraf School Dinners. This means that
it is not possible for children to switch from Soh®inners/Sandwiches/Home Dinners
mid-week. Whatever option is chosen on a Mondagtrha taken for the whole week.

If you would like your child to change from one rhggoe to another, we ask that you notify
the School Office on Friday mornings, ready for fiblowing week.



School meals must be ordered by 10 a.m. If youddtas an appointment that will delay
his/her arrival in school until after 10 a.m., aph call or a note to the school office, ordering
a meal in advance, is essential. Meals cannot meetiad after 10 a.m. Sadly, should your
child fall ill and need to come home after 10 aamd before lunch, we are unable to credit
you for the missed meal.

Children who stay to lunch must not leave the sthatthout permission. If a meal is ordered
at the beginning of the school day, money cannoeheded or carried forward.

Free School Meals
Families in receipt of the following benefits mag &ligible for free school meals.
Application forms are available from the SchooliCdf

Income Support or Pension Credit.

Income Based Job Seekers Allowance

Support from National Asylum Seeker Service (NASS)

Child Tax Credit, income of less than £13.480 ai@ITNn receipt of Working Tax
Credit.

PopNPE

If you are unsure about your entitlement Schoold@fstaff will be pleased to assist you.

Sandwiches

Children may bring packed lunches to school. Theyeaten in the school hall, or at our
garden area picnic tables in good weather, andwpervised by our midday supervisors.
Lunch boxes should be clearly named to avoid camfudMany parents wisely include a 'cool
pack’ in their child(ren)'s lunch box to keep theaincool. A drink is essential but for safety
reasons the children are not allowed glass battlesins. Water is available. If the weather is
fine the older children eat their lunches outsideur quiet area.

Breaktime Snacks

Milk is available free of charge for infants undeyears of age. Over 5 years of age, milk
can be supplied for a termly charge. You will ieee letter from the School Office about
this just before your child’s"5birthday.

The School is part of the Government Funded NatiBohool Fruit Scheme for Foundation
Stage and KS1 pupils, and we also fund provisiokK®2 pupils. This means that each child
may have a free piece of fruit at every morningakre oranges, apples, pears, strawberries,
grapes and bananas are supplied according to wdragewm season.

Sweets and chocolates are discouraged in schoey. drieate many problems of loss, litter
and spoiled appetites. We ask that you limit brieaéisnacks to healthy items such as fresh
fruit and vegetables.



Discipline

We endeavour to create a happy learning environan@hemphasise respect at every level.
The teachers all display a high degree of caréhchildren. The children in return are
expected to care for each other and for the satroalonment. Thoughtful, sensible
behaviour and politeness are encouraged by prHEeechildren are taught to understand the
parameters of acceptable behaviour. Unacceptabkevimrir will result in the withdrawal of
privileges. Any major concerns that we may havé belreported to you.

To help us achieve this we have, since Septeml$§, Helopted an “Assertive Discipline”
policy and in June 2004, we revised the BehaviadrAnti-bullying Policy for the school.
This involves a positive, structured and consiségproach to managing behaviour. It
teaches children to make responsible decisionsdeggatheir own behaviour and their
reactions to the behaviour of others. By caretuturing and encouragement, it enables
children to develop their skills and abilities, ieasing their self-esteem and empowering
them for future success.

Children’s successes are identified by the awardirgerit Certificates and badges, house

points, “Star Pupil” of the week stickers etc, @ne children are pleased and proud to receive
them.

Safety and Security at School

We pride ourselves on being an open school wheentsand visitors are welcomed. Sadly,
in this day and age it is necessary to take premaito ensure the safety of everyone.

All visitors, including parents, should enter tleligol via the signposted main entrance at the
front of the building and report to the school offi Here the office staff will deal with all
enquiries and, where necessary, release the sesystem to allow access to the school. All
doors are kept locked whilst the children are witthie building. Anyone who spends any
time in school is required to sign our visitorsbk@nd wear an identity badge.

Zero Tolerance Policy

Violence, Physical Aggression, Threats and Verldalge are unacceptable.

The school staff strives to treat visitors with daee, courtesy and respect. Our staff expect
the public to show the same courtesy and respect.

In the event of such incidents, action will be takg Sandwell MBC and if appropriate by
the Police and legal action will be pursued



Absence from School

We are legally required to keep a record of aleals. Please inform us as soon as possible if
your child is away for any reason. On his/her mewichild must bring a note for their class
teacher explaining their absence. Absences withotification are recorded as unauthorised.

If it is necessary for your child to leave schoefdre the end of the day, please send a note to
your child's teacher stating the time at which ychitd will be collected. No child is allowed

to leave the school during school hours unlesectdt by their parent, another designated
adult, or we have your written confirmation thagyhmay walk home alone.

If you need to take your child away due to holidaynmitment, a holiday form must be
obtained from the school office. However, pledsek carefully before taking holidays in
term time as this affects your child’s educatioarri-time holidays should be kept to an
absolute minimum, or preferably avoided altogetkée. will authorise up to 10 days each
academic year but anything beyond this will bes#dsas unauthorised absence.

Health Matters

Sickness

Please do not send your child to school if theyusnwell or encourage them to return to
school until they are able to cope with the rigaefra full day. Should they fall ill whilst at
school, we will of course notify you immediatelyo This end it is extremely important that
you keep the school up to date on emergency contexbers, in case we need you urgently.

A number of our staff are trained in basic first.@&Regarding health matters, the staff act in a
manner befitting any reasonable parent. The stafhat trained medical personnel and will
always contact parents/carers or a medical prafeakivhen it is felt necessary.

It is very important that parents inform us of amyg-term illness or allergy affecting their
child and the appropriate action to be taken inethent of their child becoming ill.

Medicines

If it is essential that medicine be administeregtdar child during the school day the

medicine must be handed to the school office ¢te¢adteacher who will make arrangements
for its administration. The medicine, in its origircontainer, must be brought to school by the
parent/carer. It should be in a container cleabelled with the owner's name, details of the
contents, the dosage and accompanied by writtéruat®ns of the time it should be taken.
Whoever receives the medicine will require youdmplete our Medication Permission

Form, authorising staff to administer the medicine.

Asthma

We encourage and help children with asthma to @patie fully in the life of the school.
Efforts are made to ensure that other children tstdied asthma so that they can be
supportive to their friends. The staff are awaréhefnecessary procedures should a child
have an asthma attack. Inhalers are always kepssaitte. As soon as the children are old
enough they are allowed to keep their small 'relienhaler’ with them in the classroom. The
child's parent and doctor are best placed to degig this should happen.



Sun Awareness and Protection

We endeavour to increase the children's awareriesmsafety through our teaching,
particularly through subjects such as health angiphl education. The trees at the front of
school, the pencil shade, garden area and the ay@atoffer some shade whilst the children
are outside. The children are encouraged to wearduaing sunny weather. The application
of sunscreens during the school day is not perchiBanscreen should be applied before a
child comes to school. Drinking water is availaatell times during the school day.

Education Welfare Office

There are close links between the school and thedtdn Welfare Office. Their task is to
ensure that every child is able to get the very fsem the education they are offered. They
can act where necessary in a liaison capacityriagtgood relations between school, family,
child and Education Department. They will supperplain and advise on many of the issues
that may prevent a child attending or enjoying stho

Guidance may also be given in respect of free daheals, clothing allowances etc.

Child Protection

The school’s designated Child Protection Office¥iis Willetts. We have a duty of care to
report any suspected case of neglect or child alouSecial Services.

Transfer to Secondary School

Children normally transfer to secondary schoohie $eptember following their eleventh
birthday. A booklet setting out the arrangementste secondary transfer will be sent to you
during your child's final year at primary school.



Before and After School Care Facility

This provision is delivered by Miss Zoe Warner.

The provision runs from Monday to Friday inclusiwebvering the following times:-

7.45am - 9.00am The cost of the morning sessidrb&iE2.50 per child and
toast and juice will be provided.

3.30pm — 5.00pm The cost for the afternoon sessilbive £2.50 per child and a
selection of sandwiches, biscuits, crisps and juiitibe
provided.

If you are interested in this facility, please f&ek to call into the school during the club
hours and speak to the staff.

Healthy Schools Award

The Healthy Schools Award is a national initiatilneking education with NHS agencies, to
enhance the Personal, Social and Health educatiompds. St Mary Magdalene first gained
the Platinum Award in 2004, by achieving target®@rsonal, Social and Health Education,
Citizenship, Healthy Eating, Safety, Physical Aityivand Emotional Health and Wellbeing
(including Bullying), Drugs, Alcohol and Tobaccoda8ex and Relationships Education. We
continue to consolidate and develop the progressave made. We regained this award in
April 2007.



School Governors

Chair
Mr. R. Franks

Members
Rev. A. Smith
Mrs P. Taylor

Mr A. Thickett
Mrs C. Daly
Mr. G. Wilkins
Mr B. Sheldon
Vacancy

Ms. J. Campbell

Ms. S. Aston
Mrs L. Pepper

Mrs. K. Withers

Mrs. P. Berry
Mr. J. Willetts

Clerk to Governing Body

Foundation Governor

Foundation Governor
Foundation Governor

Parent Governor
Parent Governor
Parent Governor
Parent Governor
Parent Governor

LA Governor

Community Governor
Community Governor

Staff Governor

Teacher Governor
Headteacher

Ms T. Gagliarde

(Details correct as of August 2008)




Term Dates 2008/2009

Autumn Term 2008

Monday f' September — Teacher Training Day (School closgulifils)
Tuesday"2 September — Children return to school

Friday 24" October — Children break up for half term holiday.
Monday 3* November — Children return to school.

Friday 19" December - Children break up for Christmas hgtda

Spring Term 2009

Monday %" January - Teacher Training Day (School closeuliails)
Tuesday 8 January — Children return to school.

Friday 13" February — Children break up for half term holiday
Monday 2% February — Children return to school.

Friday 3% April - Children break up for Easter holidays

Summer Term 2009

Monday 2" April - Teacher Training Day (School closed t@js)
Tuesday 2% April - Children return to school.

Monday 4" May - May Day (School closed)

Friday 23" May - Children break up for half term holiday.
Monday £'June — Children return to school

Friday 17" July — Children break up for Summer holidays.



Assessment

The 2008 Standard Assessment results for the ehilor Key Stage 1 are tabled below for
both the Test Results and the Teacher's Assessni€ms), where applicable(National
Averages are shown in brackets; the ‘Ab’ columrmasthe percentage of pupils ‘Absent’)

2008 Key Stage 1 results:

These tables show the percentage of eligible amldit the end of Key Stage 1 achieving
each level in the school in 2008.

The number of eligible children is28

Figures may not total 100 per cent because of iagnd

TEST RESULTS

Percentage at each level
Disapplied| Absent

1 2* 2B+ 3+ children children
Reading 29 71 64 18 0 0
Writing 29 71 61 7 0 0
Mathematics 25 75 65 7 0 0
Science " - I o | o
W Represents children who are workingaials level 1, but have not yet achieved the staisdaeeded for level 1

COMBINED 2008 LA RESULTS

This table shows the percentage of eligible childxehieving each level at the endkay Stage lin

2008.

L2+ Level 2B+ Level 3
Reading 78 63 18
Writing 74 50 8
Maths 87 68 15

COMBINED 2007 NATIONAL RESULTS

This table shows the percentage of eligible childxehieving each level at the endkay Stage lin

2007.

L2+ Level 2B+ Level 3
Reading 84 71 26
Writing 80 59 13
Maths 90 74 22




2008 Key Stage 2 results: Percentage of Year 6 plgpachieving the
nationally expected standard for 11 year-old (Leve# and above)

The number of pupils at the end of Key Stage 2@8: 29

Figures may not total 100 per cent because of iagnd

SUBJECT 2006 2007 2008
ENGLISH 85 72 90
MATHS 96 76 93
SCIENCE 100 93 97

2008 Key Stage 2 results: Percentage of Year 6 plgachieving above the nationally
expected standard for 11 year-old (Level 5)

SUBJECT 2006 2007 2008
ENGLISH 19 10 10
MATHS 29 21 24
SCIENCE 52 52 59

This table shows the percentage of year 6 pupiigeaing each level nationally in 2008.

Figures may not total 100 per cent because of iagnd

Level 4 or above Level 5
English 81 29
Mathematics 78 31
Science 88 44
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Absence Rates

The total number of registered pupils of compulssriyool age on roll for at least one session
during the reported period (School Year 2006/07)aups" May 2007 is 170.

The percentage of half days (sessions) misseddghrtmial absence.
Total: 5.4%

The percentage of half days (sessions) misseddhrooauthorised absence.
Total: 0.2%

School Staff 2008/09

Headteacher Mr J. Willetts Teaching Support Miss N. Poole
Staff (LSP/LSA) Mrs A. Ford
Assistant Headteachers Mrs R. Sutton Mrs J. Myatt
Mrs J. Shaw Mrs D. Hughes
Mrs K. Kaur
Mrs J. Bennett
Teachers Mrs H. Bridge Mrs H. Clowe
Miss R Mallen Mrs M. Cresswell
Miss L. Mendresse Miss L. Robinson
Mrs E. Harris Mrs R. Ward
Mrs C. Noble Mrs K. Withers
Miss V. Hardeman Miss Z. Warner
Miss S. Scott
Miss C. Griffiti3avies Principal Lunchtime
Mrs P. Berry Supervisor Mrs D. Hughes
Mrs C Noble
Lunchtime Mrs S. Pearce
Supervisors Mrs S. Roberts
Mrs J. Myatt
Office Manager Mrs L. Vale Mrs S. Edwards
Office Assistants  Mrs J. Wood Mrs M. Cresswell
Mrs S. Roberts Mrs M. Gibbons
Mrs J. Kaur
Attendance Officer Mrs S. Pritchard Mrs A. Kochar
Site Manager Mr M. Ryan Dining Hall
Manager Mrs. S. Green
Cleaners Miss E. Brady
Mrs A. Hughes Dining Hall
Mrs J. Kaur Assistant Ms. K. Ford

Particulars are correct at the date of publicaticBeptember 2008. Whilst every effort has
been made to ensure the correctness of all itenesinnot be guaranteed that there will not
be changes affecting some arrangements.



Home/School Agreemen

t — Rights and Responsibilities

Children:

Have a right to:

Have a responsibility to:

Be educated with access to a rich,
interesting and varied curriculum

Do their best in all their learning and
co-operate with all members of staff

Feel safe and secure in a school free fro
verbal or physical abuse

mNot threaten other children or staff,
verbally or physically, or insult them

Be listened to by the staff of the school andisten to, respect and try to understand

have any problems dealt with fairly

other people’s point of view

Learn and play in a pleasant and attracti
environment

&eep St Mary Magdalene School a
pleasant and welcoming place

Be treated with respect

Behave respectfully towatters

Parents and Carers:

Have a right to:

Have a responsibility to:

Expect their children to be educated to th
full potential within an equal opportunity
environment

eédupport the staff in their task of educatin
children by encouraging hard work, good
behaviour, punctuality and regular
attendance

Be kept fully informed about their child’s
progress and consulted if any problems
arise

Let the school know if there are any
concerns about their child’s learning or
well being and stay in touch with school
through attending parent’s meetings

Have concerns taken seriously

Share concerns caotisgly

Be kept informed if their children are
absent without explanation

Send a note or telephone the school to
explain any absences

Be treated with respect and expect their
children to be listened to and treated witl

Behave respectfully towards others
)

respect

Teachers and other staff:

Have a right to:

Have a responsibility to:

Be free to teach and care for children to {
best of their ability without disruption

Hensure that they treat all children equally
and ensure that they are valued, safe an
secure at school

Expect co-operation and respect from thg
children in their care

> Provide a rich, interesting and well plann
curriculum

Be treated courteously by all others in th
school community

2Model courteous behaviour and recognis
and acknowledge positive behaviour in
others

Be made fully aware of the school’'s
systems, policies and expectations

Keep parents fully informed of their
children’s progress and consult them if a

problems arise

Signed:

Headteacher Date:
Child Date:
Parent/Carer Date:




